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Hello
there,
I ' M

M A N O N .

As you've probably guessed, I'm the woman behind Manon
Pauffin Photography.

I WORK WITH RELAXED, CREATIVE COUPLES
TO CAPTURE MEANINGFUL PHOTOS THEY'LL
LOVE BY GETTING TO KNOW WHO THEY ARE.
Weddings are more than just one day. They’re about all the
Make your trips go smoother and smarter with
days that have led you here: the good, the bad, the difficult
these fun and cool travel gears.
and happy days that have made you into who you are as a
couple. My job is to capture that.
I'll have your back all the way and support you so that you can
be yourselves and have YOUR WEDDING, YOUR WAY.
In short, I tell Real Love Stories.
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Is this what you
want?

A relaxed wedding you can actually enjoy?
Great photos that capture the emotion and
bring the whole day back?
Your guests to have fun and enjoy
themselves?
Plenty of laughter and time for hugs?

YOU'VE COME TO THE RIGHT
PLACE.
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c o n s i d e r .

YOUR PRIORITIES
To have the "the wedding of your dreams", you first need to
know what you want. Sit down together and chat about what
you want from this day.
There's no right or wrong, just make sure you write it down and
you stick to it. There will be many distractions along the way
and this is the first step (and maybe the most important) to
having a wedding you can really enjoy.
Write down one to three things that are the most important to
you and put it somewhere you will see it.

THE DONT'S
This is your wedding and you can do whatever you want.
Which is why it's just as important for you to know that you
don't have to do anything you don't want.
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If it doesn't bring you joy, ditch it. If it doesn't feel like "you",
ditch it.

DON'T SETTLE
There are tons of suppliers out there who actually care about
making your day as great as it can be. Don't hire anyone who
doesn't feel right or who doesn't get you.

SEEING THE LIGHT
It's a good idea to book your photographer before you've set
the timeline in stone or even before you've confirmed the
ceremony time.
If you haven't booked him/her yet, at least make sure you
check what time the sun will set on your wedding day. If you're
having a winter wedding it's also a good idea to check the
sunrise and daylight hours.
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10
KILLER
TIPS
TO PLAN
A LAID BACK
WEDDING

1.

PUT YOUR
PHONE DOWN

Sounds impossible, right? I’m here to tell you not only is it
possible, it’s also crucial. Your wedding day is your chance to
have your own personal assistant.
How? Choose a friend / family member you trust and:
- Set them up with a password so you don’t have to keep
unlocking the phone for them.
- Ask them to filter what comes through: any messages and
calls they can deal with on their own is great, any
congratulatory messages they can read to you and you can
dictate the reply.

- Ask them to take snaps
throughout the day.
- Make sure you give their
contact details to your
suppliers and closest family for
on-the-day logistics.
- Tell them to turn it off during
the ceremony. The last thing
you want is your own phone
going off!
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2.

LEAVE
ENOUGH TIME

One of the biggest mistakes I see time and time again is not
allowing for enough time between activities.
Imagine you’re starting a new job and you check to see how
long it will take you to get there. It says you need 15min and
you start work at 9am.
Would you leave your house at 8.45am exaclty or a little
earlier?
You’d leave earlier. Why? Because you know that you need a
few extra minutes to lock your door and get in the car, you
would allow an extra 5min for traffic and you'd aim to get
there 5 to 10min before your start time. You'd probably leave
around 8:30am.
My point? Make sure you allow for this in your timeline. It’s your
wedding day! If you’re a tad early that’s ok, it will give you time
to breathe and calm down.
If everything is happening in the same place the easier it will
be to plan it and the more relaxed you'll be, but you can still
have a super relaxed wedding with more than one venue.
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3.

REMEMBER TO
BREATHE

Tip number two leads nicely into tip number 3. This is
something I rarely see mentioned but it makes such a huge
difference.
In your timeline, give yourself 5 to 10 minutes to chill before
your ceremony and BREATHE.
This is usually when you’ll be feeling the most nervous, excited,
anxious and emotional all at the same time. The months of
planning have built the anticipation to this very moment.
It's the most important moment, this is really what it’s all
about: you two getting married. So don’t rush into it. Make sure
you’ve got a few minutes to take a deep breath, bring your
attention back to this very moment and make sure you’re fully
present.

The day will go fast enough without
you being distracted by wondering if
you’ve left the hair straightener on, if
you've remembered to bring your
speech notes or if your distant aunt
made it on time. In this very moment,
you’re allowed to be selfish and
there’s only one thing that matters:
getting married to the one you love.
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4.

THINGS YOU NEED TO
ACCOUNT FOR

Remember that you don't need to include all of these - IF IT
DOESN’T BRING YOU JOY, DITCH IT! The more you choose to
do, the faster the day will go by and the busier your schedule
wil be.
- TRAVEL TIME
Leave enough travel time between venues for you and your
guests wether it’s by car or on foot, keeping in mind that not all
guests walk at the same speed.
- CONGRATULATIONS, 10MIN.
Everyone will want a piece of you! They’ve all come here to
celebrate your love and they want to give you a big hug.
- CONFETTI, 10 TO 15MIN.
You'll to get everyone lined up, make sure they all have
confetti and that everyone (including your photographer) is
ready to go.
- FAMILY GROUP SHOTS, 30MIN.
Keep the list short (no more than 6 group shots) and the
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groups fairly small, around 8 to 10 people maximum. It helps to
tell in advance those who will be in the group shots so they
know they're expected to be available.
- FULL GROUP SHOT, 15 TO 20MIN.
Rounding up 50+ people and getting them to listen takes time!
- COUPLE PORTRAITS.
It works well to split couple portraits in two: 15min after the
ceremony to give you a chance to drink it all in and enjoy the
fact that you JUST GOT MARRIED!!! Another 15min during
golden hour which is the best time for photos.
You’ll usually get nicer shots because of the light but it’s also
nice to have another little break to spend time on your own.
- CUTTING THE CAKE, 10 MIN.
Allow for 10min even if it's likely to take less.

- THROWING THE
BOUQUET, 15MIN.
Plan the time of day
carefully.
If it's going to be outside,
make sure it's before the sun
goes down or you
won't have any daylight for
it. If it's inside, check
that there's enough room
(and height) for it.
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5.

DESIGNATED
HELPER

Or helpers, up to you! Make sure you delegate and tell other
people what their job is.
This is key to allow you to relax and enjoy the day if you don’t
have a wedding planner. And even if you do, close family and
friends are more likely to come to you with their worries so
making sure that you have someone else you can point them
to is always a great idea.
Is not that you’re trying to dismiss them, it's just that today is
your day and every moment matters.
It’s also a good idea to have someone to keep things on time
and usher people to the next part of the day. When you’re
having fun and chatting away it’s easy to lose track of time
and it will make your life so much easier to have someone in
charge of this.

If you want to up your
game, designate someone
to keep you fed and
watered throughout the
day!
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6.

THE RUNNING
ORDER OF THE DAY

When people know what they're doing and when, it's easier
for you to relax.
Most weddings wil have a sign at the entrance with some
rough timings of how the day has been planned. Although this
is lovely and can look amazing, I highly recommend having the
timings printed individually as well.
Guests are often very distracted when they arrive to your
wedding. There’s lots of people they haven’t seen in a while
and they’re trying to find out where they’re going. With all this
excitement, their minds are somewhere else: they're not
paying attention. Plus, there’s almost certainely someone
standing in front of the sign.
If they’ve got a running order in their hands they’re much more
likely to check it once in a while to see what’s next. It will be a
lot easier for the person in charge to direct them to where they
need to be. If you’re having a full group photo, it’s a good idea
to include it on there.
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7.

DON'T BE AFRAID
TO DITCH IT

Probably the most important piece of advice: if it doesn't bring
you joy, don't do it.
The best way of having lots of time to enjoy yourselves and
relax is to have less things on the schedule: don't do anything
you don’t want to.
Forget about what you’re supposed to do, what others will
expect you to do and what you’ve seen others do. THIS IS
YOUR WEDDING: DO IT YOUR WAY.
Most couples follow traditions not because they actually want
to but because they don’t know how else to plan their day
and they haven’t been told it’s ok to drop certain parts of it.
Want to have an intimate civil ceremony and go straight to a
big party? Go for it! Want to elope? Do it! Want to plan a three
day mini festival? Great idea!
If you’re worried about guests expecting certain things to
happen, let me ease your mind: NO ONE WILL CARE!
If your wedding is well planned and everyone is having fun
(including you), no one will notice what was or wasn’t done.
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8.

SCHEDULE TIME
TO CHILL

Why not add some time to relax and mingle right there in the
timeline?
As we get older and responsibilities pile on we usually find it
hard to find time to relax, meet up with friends or go on holiday
unless we plan it. Your wedding day is the same.
You may not realise this but usually when your guests are
doing that, you’re off getting the family photos done, signing
the register or doing something else.
As well as the couple portraits which are a great way to get
some alone time on a very busy day, include half an hour here
and there where there’s nothing else going on. Give yourself
time to mingle and chat to your loved ones
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9.

PRO
TIP

You know all those lovely golden photos where the sun is
shining and you can almost smell the summer evening air?
They’ve been taken during golden hour. It happens around
one hour after sunrise and one hour before sunset.
Being able to pop out for couple portraits around this time will
allow your photographer to get really creative and you’ll end
up with beautiful photos.
But also...
This is usually the time around dinner so you’ve hopefully had
a few drinks, you’re more relaxed and it’s a good time to take
a breather because you’ve been surrounded by people the
whole day and you probably haven't had a chance to be
together.

Knowing what time it will
get dark is important for
photos but also to create the
right mood around your
wedding.
Having the first dance at sunset
for example means you’ll still
have some daylight coming
through, but also that it will get
dark soon and it’s the perfect time
to get the party started.
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10.

CONSIDER BOOKING
A WEDDING PLANNER

The two most common regrets:
Not spending enough money on the wedding
photographer.
Not getting a wedding planner.
Not everyone has the budget for a wedding planner and if this
is your case, I totally get it.
You should know though that there are lots of options out
there: like getting someone to help you during the month
before the wedding, the week before the wedding or even just
on the day.
By getting a wedding planner you might actually get more out
of your budget. They know all the tips and hacks, suppliers
they trust and how to make the most of a budget is a big part
of their job.

It will also save you hours of trying to
find the right combination of props and
decorations + hours to make it all come
together.
Finally, if a wedding planner isn’t on the
cards for you, my best advice is to keep
it simple. Having lots of DIY projects
might sound like a really good idea but
the biggest issue is putting it all
together on the day of your wedding.
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Don’t be afraid to
think outside the
box and
personalise every
part of the day.
On your wedding day you should feel comfortable, loved and
full of joy.
When you’re making choices, visualise yourself that day and
if it doesn't make you feel like that then perhaps you should
leave it out.

This is why having good suppliers is so
important: they’ll be able to share their
expertise on what works best whilst
adapting to your needs and make the day
uniquely yours.
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I'd love to hear
from you!
Did you find my advice helpful? Do you still have questions?
Just drop me an email at
hello@manonpauffin.com
I WILL ALWAYS REPLY.
If you haven’t heard from
me, check your spam folder.

JOIN ME ON INSTAGRAM
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TIMELINE
TEMPLATES

REMEMBER TO MAKE
THESE YOUR OWN AND
ADAPT THEM TO THE DAY
YOU WANT TO HAVE!

TEMPLATE
TIMELINE
1
10.00 am
12.00 pm
01.15 pm
01.20pm
01.30 pm
01.45 pm
02.00 pm
02.30 pm
02.35 pm
02.45 pm
02.50 pm
03.15 pm
03.45 pm
03.00 pm
04.20 pm
04.30 pm
06.15 pm
07.00pm
08.00 pm
08.30 pm
08.40 pm
08.45 pm
8.59 pm
10.00 pm
11.30 pm

Bride & Groom getting ready together
Photographer arrives
Guests arrival
B&G leave for ceremony
B&G arrive at ceremony venue
Chat with the registrar
Ceremony, 30min
Confetti, 5min
Congratulations, 10min
Private moment + couple portraits, 15min
Drinks and live music for guests
Group photos, 30min
Full group photo, 15min
Relax and mingle, 20min
Call for dinner
Dinner
Speeches during dessert, 45min
Drinks, relax and mingle. Live music, 1h
Golden hour couple portraits, 15min
Cake cutting, 10min
First dance
Party!
SUNSET
Photographer leaves
END
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TEMPLATE
TIMELINE
2
09.30 am
01.15 pm
01.30 pm
01.45 pm
02.00pm
02.15 pm
02.45 pm
03.00 pm
03.30 pm
03.35 pm
04.00pm
04.20 pm
04.30 pm
05.50 pm
05.00 pm
06.30 pm
07.00pm
07.30 pm
08.00 pm
08.30 pm
08.59 pm
10.00 pm
11.30 pm

Bride & Groom getting ready separately
B&G on route for first look location, 15min
First look and couple portraits, 30min
B&G en route for ceremony venue, 15min
B&G arrive at ceremony venue
B&G to receive guests as they arrive, 30min
Chat with the registrar, 15min
Ceremony, 30min
Confetti, 5min
Congratulations, 10min
Drinks and live music
Group photos (only two), 10min
Relax and mingle, 20min
Call for dinner
Dinner
One speech only, 15min
Drinks, relax and mingle. Live music, 30min
Bouquet throw, everyone involved, 15min
Golden hour couple portraits, 15min
Party!
SUNSET
Photographer leaves
END
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LET'S
ROCK!

THAT'S IT, YOU'RE READY
TO PLAN THE WEDDING OF
YOUR DREAMS.

